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Bird Droppings 

       
 
 

UPCOMING MEETING 
DATES: 

March 28th –- Fourth Sunday 
APRIL 25th ---– Fourth Sunday 
MAY 1st ----–--- BIRD FAIR 
May 23rd  ------- Fourth Sunday 
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�  Non Profit club with members throughout 

the tri-county area, single bird owners, or 
just thinking of getting a bird, families, 
breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome. 

�  Support scholarships for avian vet students 
�  Yearly Bird Fair 
�  Club Library for members 
�  Grooming available 
�  Avian rescue/relocation programs 
�  Monthly meetings with programs of interest 

to members. 
�  Monthly newsletter 
�  Periodic Service projects 
�  Field Trips 
�  Educational Programs upon request 
�  Make-it-take-it workshops 
     

Come join us and have your feathers preened 
by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 
 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary– Lanah Harris 734-229-0393 
 Email – lanahh@comcast.net 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517 
 Email – gtromblay174035mi@comcast.net 
            Mary Perva - 734-207-0489 
 Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
 Email- bigduke@comcast.net 

 
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE 
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN 
IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
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Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  
 
 

 
 

 
Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st of the month for 
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  
Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff 
Livonia, MI 48150 or email to 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com. 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 

�
 
 

�  Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed 
bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 
owner. 

�  Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 
�  When bringing companion birds to club 

meetings, only bring birds that you have had 
vet checked and in your possession for at 
least 30 days. 

�  Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) 
before you leave. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Monthly snack list  
Mar: 1) Rosemary Medve 
         2) Lanah Harris 
         3) Marie & Tom 
         4) Amy Vehill 
         5) Linda John & Shirley John 
Apr:   1) Julie Sherman  

2) Sheryl DeGregorio 
3) Volunteer Needed 
4) Volunteer Needed 

May 1st    BIRD FAIR 
May 25th    OPEN HOUSE- potluck 
         Please bring a dish to share 
�
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. Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one. 
 

 
From 
the prez: �

There is a song from a 
famous Broadway Musical and movie by the 
name of Gypsy: one verse goes something 
like this “hit the stage, hit the lights we got 
nothin’ to hit but the heights.”  The title is 
“Every thing’s comin’ up roses” and that’s 
exactly how I feel about the club we got 
nothin’ to hit but the heights and we are 
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doing that in grand fashion.  We induct new 
members every month have fantastic food, 
(can anyone say potluck like) and everyone 
goes from table to table talking birds.  I have 
had many of the new members tell me how 
much someone has helped them with their 
bird and older members who have learned 
something new from the new members.  
Information flows freely and more is being 
learned than if we had a month of programs.  
We’re all helping each other and learning 
from each other, this is how it should be and 
for us this is how it will remain.  I have also 
noticed how much laughter can be heard at a 
meeting.  Whether it is at the antics of one 
of the many birds that grace our meetings, a 
story being told about our birds, (and we 
have millions) or laughing at ourselves; it is 
music to ones ears.  The best thing is that 
there is no tension, zip, zilch, nada no drama 
or one person bulldozing over another we all 
realize we are there because we have a 
passion about our birds.  That is the tie that 
binds all of us together that is why we do 
what we do educational programs, rescue 
and all the events we participate in all year 
long. 

I can say that I look forward to our 
monthly meetings, (and not just because of 
the food, even though that is a part of it) but 
because of the fellowship and fun that we 
share and the love for all birds big and 
small.  I also want to remind everyone of the 
up coming events that are posted in the 
newsletter plus the bird fair is not that far 
away so we are going to busy once more.  
To all of our member’s old and new thank 
you for all that you do to make our club the 
wonderful club it is.  Hey, everything is 
comin’ up roses in every color of the 
rainbow too.  (Get it rainbow, Rainbow 
feathers, just trying  to be clever. �   I know 
stick to your day job.)  As always you guys 
are the best!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

                                        Until Next Time 
                                             Your Prez 
                                               Dave  

�

�

�

  Voice of the  
   Veep   
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�  Rescue Update 
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 Did it ever feel good to get back out 
onto the show circuit last month?  You 
better believe it did, after being cooped up 
for three months we finally had a chance to 
strut our stuff at the Canary and Finch 
Breeders bird show.  Not only did we strut, 
we were the stars of the show and the 
turnout of the club members was also 
tremendous.  In attendance was Winnie, 
Peaches, Ricky, Capitan Morgan, J.B., 
Sparky and myself.  This gathering also 
gave all of us an opportunity to collaborate 
with Capitan about his new book.  Yes, Yes, 
We have all been communicating via our 
blackbirdies® but nothing beats a beak to 
beak squawk session. 

Last months show was a perfect 
example of proper human training.  A 
properly trained human does what you want 
them to do while believing that they are in 
control.  Please, allow me to elaborate on 
this point.  All of us that attended the show 
last month were there because we wanted to 
be there.  We get swooned over, we get 
scritches and scratches, and we get treats 
and hugs.  Simply put the benefits of a 
public show are boundless.  The training 
part is that all of our humans believe 
bringing us to a show is their idea, when in 
actuality we want to be there and have them 
trained to take us.  Believe me when I say 
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nobody would have gone to the show to 
scratch Steve.  Eweew!  Just the thought is 
creepy. 
 Every morning the training of Steve is 
evident and I’m sure every one of you can 
recite similar stories.  First thing in the 
morning he stops in the kitchen and gets our 
treats and morning snacks.  He then stops by 
each of our cages, opens them up, says 
“good morning” and gives every one of us 
our special treat.  Mo and JB get a birdie 
muffin, Sparky and I each get some banana, 
juice and a kiss. Squeakerdoodles get his 
head scratched and flies over to my cage and 
has some juice.  Tyler also gets a muffin.  
Steve goes through this routine because of 
our extensive training over the years.  He 
has learned that if he doesn’t do this his 
morning will be ummmm, difficult to put it 
gently.  Tyler has taken some of Steve’s 
training to the next step; he has used a 
cowbell to get Steve to fill his food dish and 
water bottle on command.  He uses shredded 
paper to distract Steve so he can escape his 
cage and come over and visit me and 
Sparky. 
 The bottom line on all of these 
examples (I’m sure all of you have your own 
stories) is that our humans are doing our 
bidding every morning, noon and night 
because they have been trained.  Our 
humans have had their routines shaped 
because of our training.  They do these 
things not because they want to but because 
they have to!  A properly trained human will 
not know that he has been trained; he/she 
will believe that they are in control while all 
the while the savvy parrot knows differently.  
Wink! �  Wink! �  
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Well hello all my 
feathered and non-feathered 
friends I hope all is good 
with you.  If you haven’t 
noticed I have been absent 
from the meetings.  One 

reason is I hate snow.  Why do humans put 
up with the stuff?  You would think with all 
their fancy technology they could do 
something about it?  White gets boring very 
boring day after day.  The second reason, the 
book.  Yes it is coming along better than I 
expected and Birdtel Wireless® is probably 
working overtime because of it.  I know my 
Blackbirdie® has been getting a workout 
lately.  Winnie the Cockatoo has really 
contributed some gems to the book, such as: 
One key element to training your pet human 
is the cuteness factor.  Do cute things that 
make them smile and laugh and don’t be 
afraid to go over to down right adorable.  
This is a tactic that works every time.  You 
must do it every chance you get and you will 
reap the rewards, big time.  Also Big Bird 
the Greenwing Macaw gives us this tidbit, 
screaming gets you no where.  In fact 

sometimes it just gets you ignored so plan 
your screaming when you will get the most 
out of it.  Now that is just two of the pearls 
of wisdom that will be contained in the book 
so keep these tidbits coming to either Pookie 
or me.  I look forward to each of your 
Emails or text messages.  
�
��������������������������������������������������Cheers 
                                         Captain Morgan 
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To those of you that have a computer 
and feel like doing a good deed go to the 
website of the Animal Rescue League  
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A recent phone call to the rescue went 
like this:  “Hi, I’m looking for an intelligent 
bird.  I’m looking because the ones I have 
had have either been stupid, mentally 
challenged, or downright retarded.”  When 
asked what types of birds she had, she 
answered me she had:  “Blue Crown, Green 
Cheek, Sun and Nanday Conures, A Blue 
Headed and a Double Headed Amazon, (I 
want to see that one).  I have also had 
Parakeets Quaker, Ring Neck and regular 
Parakeet but they would not do what I 
wanted them to do.  In fact one would thrash 
around its cage and make such a ruckus that 
I would race into the room he was in to see 
what was wrong and it was always nothing.  
I am thinking about a Cockatoo or African 
Gray because they are supposed to be really 
smart.”  I tried to talk her out of wanting a 
Cockatoo I hope it worked.  The whole 
problem was the birds were smart, the 
human was lacking the intelligence, the 
birds had her well trained.  Of course, they 
have us all well trained, Don’t they? 

                               Dave    
 
 

                      ��������	��
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Howdy all you feathered 

and non-feathered pilgrims. 
This is Baby your roving 
reporter here again.  

WOW-WEEEE!!!!!  
What a meeting we had in 
February.  I saw almost as 

many feathered and non-
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feathered people as I saw at the Pet Expo.  It 
was the largest turnout I have ever seen for a 
monthly meeting.  I’ll get back to the 
meeting a little later. 

Did anyone see those humans the last 
two weeks trying to fly like us birds?  I think 
they called it the Olympic Winter Games.  
They slid down hills and tried to fly as far as 
they could before coming down.  There were 
some that flipped around in the air and some 
flew down the mountains.  Not all of them 
made it down without ending up in the 
snow.  So I was thinking maybe we should 
have our own birdie Olympics. We have a 
lot of talented feathered members who do 
some great tricks at our monthly meetings 
and education programs.  It might be fun. 

We have a little break in March to 
catch our breath before the education 
programs in April and June and the club’s 
fair on May 1st.  I don’t get to go to that one 
but hear the non-feathered members have a 
lot of fun before, during, and after.  It really 
sounds great. 

Now back to the February meeting. 
The non-feathered members made table top 
stands out PVC for the feathered members.  
Once again, this month the Cockatoos 
outnumbered the African Grays.  Steve 
asked for a recount but it didn’t help. Of the 
seventy-eight people there were sixty-nine 
members and nine guests, four which joined 
the club and there were also fifty-two birds. 

We seem to have more feathered and 
non-feathered members each month which 
just means more fun for everyone. 
 

                            Till next month,  
                           your friend Baby 

 >< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< >< 
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to: 
 

PATTI POLZIN                                  APR. 8 
BRENDA DUBIEL                            APR.12 
MARIE KEEHL                                 APR. 17 
ROSEMARY MEDVE  APR. 17 
TAMMY CAROL   APR. 20 
NOLAN HARTZ                                APR. 21 
SUSAN GALBREATH                      APR. 23 
ALISON SAUVE   APR  24 
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It would be just another typical rescue 
run, (oh yeah right).  Well, it seemed like it 
should be a little more upscale than many of 
the other rescues.  Our Rangers were called 
to the island community of Grosse Isle 
where houses can top out in the millions of 
dollars and luxury seems like it is a way of 
life. 

They were on their way to pick up a 
couple of Cockatiels and Finches and the 
weather was just wonderful to be headed to 
this island destination.  They were 
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summoned to a luxury condo community 
and were quite impressed when they arrived.  
All of the condos had leaded glass doors, 
covered parking and patios larger than many 
people’s houses to name a few minor details.  
Everything about this place oozed living at 
its finest and they felt they were in for a 
glimpse at how the other half lives.  Our 
heroes rang the doorbell and were expected 
something out of fine living digest all plush 
and pricey.  When the door opened the sight 
that met them would have had the Munsters 
running and screaming in fear, the Adams 
Family would have moved if they were next 
door to this person. 

Yes, it was a sight and odor that took 
the Rangers breath away.  Once you entered 
the condo and got past the entrance you saw 
stuff, all kinds of stuff piled here and there, 
some as high as Ranger Dave (as if that’s 
hard to do).  The only ways to navigate 
through to particular areas of the condo were 
by paths many, many paths.  A hamster 
would have been very happy scurrying 
through the tunnels.  Ranger Dave was 
welcomed inside and proceeded down a 
path, following the homeowner.  Ranger 
Steve was however not so smart.  He had 
been rendered dumbfounded and stood 
staring in amazement.  Gathering his wits he 
foraged ahead bellowing out MARCO!  He 
heard a familiar voice in the distance, (polo)!  
With a sigh of relief he knew all was not lost 
and foraged ahead.  The main path split off 
toward the kitchen then it split again to what 
could only be surmised as one of the 
bedrooms.  Still another lead to a single 
seating area on the couch finally the last of 
the paths led to the birds to be rescued.  
There was only one small problem; there 
was only enough room for one person in 
front of the cages. 

Our two Rangers could not fit into the 
small space by the cage at the same time and 

they could not move anything for fear they 
would be buried in an avalanche of clutter 
and not found for day’s or maybe even 
weeks.  Our heroes had to work single file, 
Ranger Dave was catching and putting the 
Cockatiels into a carrier,  Then it was 
Ranger Steve’s turn to nab two Finches in a 
cage that was not a Finch cage but a small 
parrot cage.  Deftly he moved with 
lightening fast speed snatching the Finches 
while in flight and placing them in their 
proper carriers.  There was also a second 
mystery in this grotto, strange spots on the 
carpeting, that is where you could see the 
carpeting, but the mystery would soon be 
answered.  The spots were being left by a Pit 
Bull puppy that was scampering along the 
paths leaving little “puppy spots” on the 
carpet and the “spots” were left there to soak 
in. 

Just when it seemed that the Rangers 
could make a clean getaway this person had 
one more area to shock the Rangers into a 
stupor.  It was mentioned that they had 
cages in the garage and that the Rangers 
were welcomed to them.  When the garage 
door was opened there was more stuff piled 
from floor to ceiling back to front.  Have 
you ever seen a cartoon character open a 
closet that is so full the contents teeter then 
fall out and bury the poor sap that opened it?  
Well, visualize our heroes standing there 
only this was a garage.  They stood in front 
of a humongous wall of stuff that seemed to 
teeter back and fourth giving our heroes 
vertigo in the pits of their stomachs.  The 
homeowner exclaimed the cages are 
somewhere in the back.  Somewhere in the 
back?  Are you serious?  It would take a 
backhoe and at least two weeks to get to 
them, and that would depend on weather 
they could get past the car that was buried in 
there, so they genteelly refused the offer.  
The home owner then said “there is this 
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round one you might want.”  It was buried in 
a mound of stuff and seemed to be missing 
some vital pieces like the top and the 
bottom.  Once again our heroes politely 
refused and decided to travel off to a saner 
place. 

After leaving the rangers started to 
muse.  Was that for real?  Did they just see 
what can only be described as a hamster 
house?  Where did all that stuff come from?  
The answer was yes to all of the above.  Our 
heroes could only shake their heads in 
disbelief and were thankful they were able 
to find their way out of the labyrinth that 
this person lived in.  Thankfully they have 
not had another rescue like this one but, 
never say never, the rescues they just keep 
coming and who knows what lies in store for 
our Rangers.  As long as there are birds that 
need rescuing our heroes will not rest easy.  
For they have a job to do for they are the 
RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!! 
 
Stay tuned for our next adrenaline pumping 
installment Two Times the Charm in 
Canton. 

�
�
�
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April 13th               Educational Show 
       AARP Meeting at Wayne County Community 
                    College in the Ray Mix Room 
                            21000 Northline 
                             Taylor, MI 48180 
         Set-up at 12:00 PM Show at 1:00 PM 
    
May 1st         Rainbow Feathers Bird Club 
                         12th Annual Bird Fair 
                   $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM 
                         Romulus High School 
                         9650 S. Wayne Road 

                         Romulus, MI 48174-1551 
 
 
 
May 2nd          Open House Roose Animal Hospital 
                        Free admission everyone welcome 
                           509 W. Ann Arbor Trail 
                            Plymouth, MI 48170 
   ******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*****             
            
May 8th             Motor City Bird Breeders 
                                      Bird Fair 
                          $4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM 
                                  Madison Place 
                           876 Horace Brown Drive 
                           Madison Heights, MI  48071 
    Please note this is a new location for the fair  
 
June 22nd            Educational Show 
             City of Livonia Carl Sandburg Library 
                        30100 W. Seven Mile Rd 
                                 Livonia, MI   
                 Set-up 10:00 AM  Show at 11:00 AM 
 
June 22nd            Educational Show 
              City of Livonia Civic Center Library 
                         32777 Five Mile Rd. 
                                 Livonia, MI 
             Set-up at 5:30 PM Show at 6:30 PM 

�  This show generally draws a very large 
crowd and encourage you to join us if 
possible we can use the help. 

 
June 23rd              Educational Show 
                 City of Livonia Nobel Library 
                        32901 Plymouth Rd. 
                                Livonia, MI   
                 Set-up 10:00 AM  Show at 11:00 AM 
 
******NOTE******NOTE******NOTE****** 
 

 There has been some confusion from 
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to 
which events they are allowed to bring their 
own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and 
for future information please we want 
everyone to be aware that when you see the 
line: 
 ******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
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 following or “Educational Show” preceding 
an event listing it means we are attending 
the event in an official capacity representing 
our club and rescue.  At these events all club 
members are welcomed to bring their 
feathered companions with them.  Also 
please note that our space is very limited at 
some of these events but don’t let this stop 
you from joining us, we will find a way for 
you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy 
the fun. 
 
******NOTE******NOTE******NOTE****** 
 

*CANCELATION CONFUSION * 
 

 A few of our scheduled events have been 
canceled at the last minute by the group staging the 
event.  If you do not regularly participate in the shows 
but plan on attending please call Steve (734-513-0030) 
to make sure the event is still a go. Recent cancellations 
that have occurred at the last minute are: the Walled 
Lake Pet Awareness Day, the Fall for Novi Pet Adoption 
Fair, and the Allen Park Animal Shelter Pet Adoption 
Fair. 
 

 
 

How to tell if 
your bird is                                                                     
sick 

By Don J. Harris, DVM 
Birds in the wild instinctively hide illness in an 

attempt to avoid predators that prey on sick or injured 
birds.  Pet birds are also just as effective in hiding illness 
as their wild counterparts, and it is up to bird owners to 
recognize subtle behavioral and physical signs that may 
indicate their birds are sick. 
Behavioral signs may include: 
• Sleeping later in the morning than usual 
• Sleeping more during the day 
• Irritability 
• Unusually compliant or passive 
• Sitting on the bottom of the cage 
• Picking at food and/or not eating at usual times 
• Eating less overall 
• Vocalizing less 
• A change in the voice or hoarseness 
• Different breathing pattern 
• Making unusual sounds when breathing 
Physical signs may include: 

• Coughing or sneezing 
• Discharge from nostrils (nares) 
• Matted eyes 
• Eyes are dull and closing excessively 
• Matted feathers on the face and head 
• Diarrhea 
• Black stools 
• A change in the white part of the droppings to another 
color such as red, yellow or green 
• Weight loss—can you feel or see the breastbone? 
• Unusual swellings, especially around the eyes 
• Irregular discoloration of the feathers 
• Feathers are “fluffed up” 
• Random or generalized loss of feathers 
• Scaling or crusting of skin 
• Increased temperature of feet or beak  
  Any of the signs listed above, or any other 
unusual signs, may indicate your bird is sick. You should 
take immediate action by making an appointment with 
your avian veterinarian. Waiting even one day to resolve 
the problem can jeopardize the long-term outcome of 
your bird’s health. 
        Article reproduced with permission  

from Zupreem® �
�
�
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     Free discount card                                                        Open 7-Days 
available to club members  
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