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JUNE 27" — FOURTH SUNDAY
JULY 25" — FOURTH SUNDAY
AUGUST 29" — FIFTH SUNDAY

, Email — sweettweeters@comcast.net
Vice President — Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030
Email — splafchan@twmi.rr.com

Non Profit club with members throughout tie
tri-county area, single bird owners, or jl%St ’
thinking of getting a bird, families, breede\
exhibitors, all are welcome. ;
Support scholarships for avian vet students
Yearly Bird Fair

Club Library for members

Grooming available

Avian rescue/relocation programs ,
Monthly meetings with programs of interest to
members.

Monthly newsletter

Periodic Service projects

Field Trips

Educational Programs upon request
Make-it-take-it workshops

Secretary— Lanah Harris 734-229-0393
Email — lanahh@comcast.net

Treasurer and Membership Secretary —
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981
Email — sweettweeters@comcast.net

Board of Trustees —
Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187
Email- bigduke@comcast.net
Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517
Email — gtromblay@peoplepc.com
Mary Perva - 734-207-0489

ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS. WE MEET

Come join us and have your feathers preenec by

other Pet Bird Enthusiasts AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN

ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.
MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-maill
sweettweeters@comecast.net




EDITORS BULLETIN BOARD

Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter. All ads
and articles will be due the 1% weekend of the
month for publishing in the current month’s
newsletter. Please send all items to him at 11021
Henry Ruff Livonia, Ml 48150 or email to
splafchan@twmi.rr.com

Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the
newsletter — this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other
publications must be accompanied with written
permission from original publication and author; this
needs to be provided to the editor along with the
article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any
articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time
sale (baby birds, etc.). Anyone who wishes to run
ads multiple times or for a business must purchase
a business membership.

Ask owner's permission to handle/feed
bird(s) and remember to return bird to the
owner.

Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

When bringing companion birds to club
meetings, only bring birds that you have had
vet checked and in your possession for at
least 30 days.

Clean up after yourself and your bird(s)
before you leave.

. Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or
e-mail her atbigduke@comcast.néft you know of
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost

a loved one.
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Greetings, | hope that
everyone is doing just fine on
these summerlike spring days.
Is it just me but did summer decide to make
an early appearance and really heat things
up? Well this is Michigan; does anyone
remember last year when it seemed that
summer decided to take a vacation on us.
This warm weather is a good thing because
we have many outdoor events to promote
the club and the rescue this month.

We have the Art in the Park during
the Spree Festival at Ford Field in Livonia
on June 2% and 28 then there is the
Ypsilanti Heritage Festival in August and of
course our garage sale on JunB.1¥es sir,
we are one busy club, unfortunately though
the pet expo will not be happening for us
this year. Rock Financial Showplace has
taken it over and the price for space is just
too high for us afford. That's ok though, we
have gotten such a good reputation with
people that they are recommending us for
other free animal adoption events. This
speaks volumes about our club and how we
are perceived. They see a dynamic, friendly
fun group that draws people in and makes
them feel welcome. We are always the most




crowded area wherever we have a space
even at bird fairs. It is this kind of
reputation we have; friendly, fun,
approachable and willing to talk to people
answer their questions without making them
feel foolish for asking questions. Many
have told me that we are truly willing to
help them without making them feel stupid
and | tell them that we were all in the same
boat so to speak at one time. Also that we
are all still learning no matter how long we
have had birds and no one knows
everything. Truth is none of us ever will we
are all still learning and will continue to do
so as long as we have our feathered kids.
The bottom line is that you guys make
this club what it is and it is because of you
that we have the reputation that we do. So
as we look toward our busy schedule lets
continue to show everyone what kind of
group we are fun, friendly, slightly crazy,
(we have birds need | say more) but with a
lot of passion for our feathered kids. Also
its bag-it bingo time come to the June
meeting bring a nice surprise in a bag or
wrapped and be prepared to have fun. Like |
always say and | really mean tM®U
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Teamwork is the key to gaining
rewards and treasure from your companion
human. We (parrots) as the superior species
are often oppressed by our human
companions because they like to believe that
they are in control. For those of you that
live in a multi bird or multi pet household

the resolution to your problems are easily
solved and the solution can reap vast
rewards for all the pets involved. These
tactics work best when employed by parrots;
you can however, sometimes enlist the
assistance of the household canine.
However please note that most dogs are a
bit, well dense, but they can sometimes be
duped into doing your bidding. Teamwork
with diversionary tactics can provide all of
you with plentiful rewards. The best way to
explain this is to give you a true life
example of how it's done at my home.

Allow me to set the stage for how it's
done: first Steve (the easily duped human) is
watching television and snacking on
something we (the flock) want. His snack
could be chips, crackers, grapes or anything
else we desire to have for ourselves. Here is
how we accomplish our task. First | get on
Steve’s shoulder and start nibbling his ear
and playing with his glasses. JB and Calvin
then get off their cage and move in on the
desired treasure from two different
directions. Calvin moves in rapidly to his
foot and grabs his toe, (this maneuver is
extremely hazardous and must performed by
your fleetest conspirator.) When the target
human has the typical “knee jerk” reaction
to the toe bite you can be assured that their
attention has been sufficiently diverted.

This is when JB moves in. He approaches
the targeted snack from behind Steve and
grabs the bag said snack is housed inside
from the bottom and runs rapidly away from
location of the raid. This maneuver will
scatter the snacks all over the floor allowing
easy retrieval for all the parrots involved.

At this moment Steve has been sufficiently
disabled and is gripping his wounded toe in
agony. This is the moment when we move
in for the bounty. JB and Calvin begin
gathering their part of the take, Mo joins us
and gets her share, Sparky and | get on the



floor and start eating our portion also. This

IS just one example of how we achieve our
desires through guile and cooperation.

It is now time for this month’s special
coded message toward the implementation
of Operation Foolish HumanUsing your
zygodactyl foot set your decoder ring
to , , ,7andinputthe following code:
guack tweet chirp twitter twitter awwaak. A
number of you have reported to me that your
humans are attempting to get hold of you
secret decoder rings so here is what you do.
Tell them that a “special” decoder ring that
Is human friendly is available to them by
sending 4 ARGE sum of money to me,
Pookie bird, and the true editor in chief of
Bird Droppings NewsletterThey must
remit cash (easy to steal & hard to trace);
checks, credit & debit cards are not
accepted. As long as lots of cash is remitted
we will send them their own ring. Assure
them not to worry, we can be trusted. Wink
wink nod nod

Quality by Mother Nature
Original Corn Bean Mixe: Noodles-n-Nutse
Rainforest Rice Puddine: Pollypastae

Kung Fu Yume
For Birds of all 8&

i VALUE, Crazy Corn
i at a cost
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The Industry Pioneer of Quality
Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition®

All at a Cost Less than Seed

Because Crazy Corn ® expands and seed is 60% waste!
We've made it easy to prevent the most common cause
of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead
monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to
serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering.
Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky
fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas,
beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic

birds! 1-800-BIRD YUM

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING

BITS from BABY

Howdy all you feathered
and non-feathered pilgrims.
Baby your roving reporter here



again with even greater news for this month!

Our May meeting was a little smaller
in attendance then April’s due to the
beautiful summer weather however it was
still a great turnout. There were fifty-seven
people at the meeting of whom forty-six
were non-feathered members and eleven
were guests. There were also forty-three
feathered members at the meeting. Out of
eleven guests three of them joined the club.
At last month’s meeting the Cockatoos
outnumbered the African Gray’s by only one
bird. That was the closest the numbers have
ever been and Steve called for a recount but
it didn’t help, the Cockatoos still won. I'd
like to see the feathered members outnumber
the non-feathered members at one of our
monthly meetings; wouldn't that be
something to see. We were only four short
of that last month. WOW!!

June will be a busy month for us this
year. The Rainbow Feathers garage sale
was on June 12and as usual the feathered
members could not attend this event. On
June 2% there are two Educational Shows,
(one at 11:00AM and another one at
6:30PM) and then the next day, on th&23
there is a show at 11:00AM, all three at
different libraries in Livonia. Just two days
later we will have a two day event starting
on June 28 and ending on the &t Ford
Field in Livonia. We will have a booth at
the City’s Art from the Heart craft fair
which is sharing space with the Spree
Festival. The non-feathered and feathered
members really are going to get a work out
this month!!!' | don’t know about all the
others guys but I'm sure I'll be really bushed
but have a GREAT TIME.

Till next month
Your friend
Baby
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Our Rangers were racing to new
heights, well sort of new heights seeing they
had been to this city before. It was the city
of Dearborn Heights. There they would find
a Cockatiel that needed their assistance.
This poor little fellow was being re-homed
because one of the owners was allergic to its
dusty dander, (say that fast five times, | dare
you). Well not knowing what the
disposition of the rescue always left the
Rangers with an uneasy feeling. Would it
could be a great well loved bird with no
issues or would it be as they have seen
before a neglected bird in a dirty smelly in
too small of a cage with the attitude of a
psychotic rabid Pit Bull.? All they could do
was hope for the best.

They were pleasantly surprised; it was
a sweet beautiful bird. The rescue gods had
smiled down upon our rangers giving them
the latter; a well loved bird. In fact it was
already on pellets and doing just fine. Oh
happy day a bird with no real issues a lovely
cage and on pellets to boot it couldn’t get
any better could it. Yes it could; there were
also the toys it came with a double good
thing, yay!!! Well, scooping up their new
ward they were off to the foster home gladly
exclaiming how easy it would be to find a
home for this little treasure. Of course it was
and they did but this would not always be
the case but through their determination all
cage birds that needed their help would get it



if they needed rescuing they would do it, for

Don't touch that dial (Yeah | know there is no dial
just work with me here) and stay tuned for our next
thrilling installment Duffy of New Boston.

June 1¥ Rainbow Feathers Garage Sale
In the Parking Lot of
Wild Willie’s Chill & Grill
On the east side of Middlebelt about %2 mile
South of Van Born
Set-up between 7:00AM & 7:30AM

Tear down about 3:00PM

June 2¥ Educational Show
City of Livonia Carl Sandburg Library
30100 W. Seven Mile Rd
Livonia, Ml
Set-up 10:00 AM Show at 11:00 AM
June 2¥ Educational Show
City of Livonia Civic Center Library
32777 Five Mile Rd.
Livonia, Ml
Set-up at 5:30 PM Show at 6:30 PM

This show generally draws a very large
crowd and encourage you to join us if
possible we can use the help.

Educational Show
City of Livonia Nobel Library
32901 Plymouth Rd.
Livonia, Ml
Set-up 10:00 AM Show at 11:00 AM

June 28

June 2% 26 Art from the Heart

City of Livonia Spree Festival
Art from the Heart is being held in conjunction hvit
the Livonia Spree at Ford Field. Ford field istbe
west side of Farmington Rd. between [-96 and
Lyndon. | do not know where we will be on the
field at this time.

This is an outdoor event. We will be setting
our pop-up at 8:00AM on Friday and taking it down
on Saturday at 6:00PM after the event is over.
Times for the public are:

Friday: Noon till 8:00PM
Saturday: 10:00AM till 6:00PM

July 18"  Educational Show
Waldenwoods of Carriage Park
At the assisted living building
(Located directly behind Meijer)
2000 Canton Center Road
Canton, M| 48187

Set-up at 1:00 PM Show at 2:00 PM

Ann Arbor Pet Fest
Being held at
The Pet Emporium at Copper Leaf Crossing
4940 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
10:00am to 5:00pm
This is an outdoor event. We will be setting up our
Pop-up canopy about 8:00am and taking it down the
same day after the event is over.

August 14

Aug. 20,21,22  Ypsilanti Heritage Festival
Friday  Aug, 2012 Noon to 8PM
Saturday Aug. 2110AM to 8PM
Sunday Aug. 2211AM to 6PM

This is an outdoor event we are setting up our pop-
up an Thursday and will be tearing it down on
Sunday after the event is over
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Sept. 1& 19" Get Rescued Harvest Festival
North Lot of the Whitmore Lake Post iOéf

9725 Main Street
Whitmore Lake, M1 48189

Fri. Sept. 17 Set-up (possiably)

Sat. Sept.18Set-up 7am to 9am
Show Hours 10am until 5pm

Sun Sept.10 Show Hours 11am until 5pm

Tear down will take place after show ends.
This is an outdoor event. We are tentatively sgtti
up our pop-up canopy on Friday and taking it down
on Sunday after the event is over.

Sept. 18  Society of Canary and Finch Breeders

Bird Fair
$4.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM
Quality Inn of Livonia
30375 Plymouth Rd.
Livonia, M| 48150
*xxxxQur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

Oct. 3¢ Motor City Bird Breeders

Bird Fair
$4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM
Madison Place
876 Horace Brown Drive
Madison Heights, Ml 480
*xxxxQur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****
Please note this is a new location for the fair

******N OT E******N OTE******N OTE******

There has been some confusion from
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to
which events they are allowed to bring their
own bird(s) to. As a point of reference and
for future information please we want
everyone to be aware that when you see the
line:

*xxx%0ur Club Has a Booth at This Eventr****
following or “Educational Show” preceding
an event listing it means we are attending
the event in an official capacity representing
our club and rescue. At these events all club
members are welcomed to bring their

-8-

feathered companions with them. Also
please note that our space is very limited at
some of these events but don't let this stop
you from joining us, we will find a way for
you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy
the fun.

*kkkkk N OT E****** N OT E****** N OT E******

*CANCELATION CONFUSION *

A few of our scheduled events have been
canceled at the last minute by the group staging the
event. If you do not regularly participate in the shows
but plan on attending please call Steve (734-513-0030)
to make sure the event is still a go. Recent cancellations
that have occurred at the last minute are: the Walled
Lake Pet Awareness Day, the Fall for Novi Pet Adoption
Fair, and the Allen Park Animal Shelter Pet Adoption
Fair.
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2 some of you my not have known that
* 3! recently Gene and | have had some medical
4 9 * scares. Since April between the two of us
. we have had three surgeries and three cancer
1 1 screenings. Thank God we were both
8&"6755 determined to be cancer free. At this time
6 Gene is still recovering from his issues and
is doing very well. The concern from this

- club has been unbelievable: THIS CLUB
ROCKS! To me this isn’t just a club it's a
family! Thank you so much!

Kathy & Gene Trombly
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Thanks to Everyone
Thank you so much for all the calls,
flowers and cards. Many of you know but




SQUWAAAAK, AWAAK, AWAAK,

AWAAK, AWAAK, AWAAK, AWAAK.
Which in bird speak means there is a strange
creature attacking Steve’s ear and we, his
flock, must protect him so everyone must
make as much noise as possible right now.
The din of birds was so loud | had to retreat
from the room to continue this important
phone call. It was quite a lengthy call but
after | finished it I returned to the family
room to enjoy lunch, but something was
amiss. The number of pizza rolls on my
plate was far fewer than | felt there should
be.

It was a calm lazy
type of day around my house; | was
enjoying watching television while my flock
was entertaining themselves. Pookie sitting
on my shoulder, JB and Calvin playing on
top of their cage, Squeak and Tyler each in
their own cages and Mismo was way up on
top of her toy hanger keeping a watchful eye
as usual. It was during this peaceful
moment | decided to have an afternoon
snack.

Perusing the pantry and the freezer
while deciding exactly what would become
my tasty snack for this impromptu afternoon
repast | spied them. Pizza rolls; simple to
prepare, tasty to snack upon and convenient.
The oven was turned on and set to the
proper baking temperature while | extracted
the pizza rolls from their container and
spread them upon a baking sheet. Once the
oven reached the desired temperature the
tasty snack was placed inside and the timer
was set. As my snack toasted | returned to
the family room where the flock was still
enjoying their day and relaxed. DING!

DING! The chime of the oven signaled that
lunch was ready to eat, yum! Removing my
lunch from the oven | placed them upon a
plate, decanted a tasty beverage and returned
to the family room to enjoy lunch.

Having no sooner set the plate upon a
foot stool the telephone rang and naturally, | . . :
answered it. Mo, performing her duties as investigated closer by shaking a large :
watch bird, immediately sounded an alarm. knotted rope, bead and wood block toy in

, L |
Her alarm call was loud and lon8WAAK, his cage. The toy st_arted to rain pizza rolls!
Not one or two but six more fell out of it. It

Instantly | blamed my feathered
companions then | started looking for
evidence of whom the guilty bird was. No
crumbs or debris around the foot stool, no
pizza rolls, whole or in pieces, on the floor
or inside of any cages. All my birds were
exactly where they should be, on or inside of
their cages. Each bird was examined, no
pizza sauce, crumbs, or evidence on their
beaks, feathers or toes of having consumed
my tasty snack during the phone call.
Feeling bad, because of what certainly
appeared to be a false accusation; |
apologized to my flock and realized my
recollection of the quantity of pizza rolls
must be incorrect. Lunch was eaten and
approximately two hours had passed when |
heard the sound of munching. “Crunch,
crunch, crunch, crunch.” JB was consuming
a pizza roll. Where did he get it from? His
cage was void of stolen pizza rolls two hours
ago | knew for sure because | had checked.
Immediately | removed the purloined morsel
from his grasp and returned to my chair. As
| sat down | heard it again; crunch, crunch,
crunch! He had another roll? This time |

-10 -



was then that | came to the realization that
JB my African Gray parrot had not only
stolen the pizza rolls off of my plate and
taken them back to his cage. He had the
forethought to hide them inside of a chew
toy so they couldn’t be seen.

Let this be a lesson to all of you who
have not had the pleasure of being owned by
an African Gray; their abilities go beyond
being able to talk. I truly believe they are

capable thought, reason and planning.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to:

HELEN JAMES
PATRICIA FULLERTON
HENRY JEDRZEJEK
CHERYL HITTER
BEVERLY SHOLAR
SUSAN GOODEN
PAULA PASEK
GABRIELLE GOODEN
JON WILKINSON

KEN POLZIN
BARBARA SWANTNER
TERRY JANSEN
EDWARD PROSZKOWSKI
PATRICIA WATSON

JULY 6
JULY 13
JULY 16
JULY 18
JULY 18
JULY 19
JULY 19
JULY 20
JULY 20
JULX2
JULY 24
JULY 26
JULY 31
JULY 31
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Consider these

factors before you
purchase a
bird

By Don J. Harris,DVM

Purchasing a new bird is an act

that requires much forethought
and planning. Some potential bird owners research
a new car purchase with far more diligence than
they do a new pet. But, because some parrots live
as long as 50-60+ years, impulse buying may have
repercussions that last for decades—much longer
than a new car.
Here are a few aspects to consider when
purchasing a bird.
Does this particular bird fit your lifestyle?
Does the species enjoy a busy and noisy
environment with a lot of people interacting, or
would it do better in a quieter more isolated
environment? If it is a large species, is there
enough space in your home for a large cage?
How much time can you devote to a pet?
Does the species demand a lot of care and
attention? Is it a “high maintenance” species that
needs a lot of one-on-one interaction, or is it happy
to be left alone for periods of time?
Does this bird have the pet characteristics you
want?
If it is important to you that your bird talks, choose a
species with high speaking ability, such as an
African Grey, Amazon or Mynah. If cleanliness is
important, check out a smaller species. If
intelligence is important, you can’t beat an African
Grey.
What is the average life span of this species?
Life spans range from 10-60+ years, depending on
the species. Do you want a bird that may outlive
you?
Where are you purchasing your new bird?
Was it bred locally? Is the breeder available for
guestioning? Is the dealer in a fixed location where
you can locate him or her should you need follow-
up advice or if a problem arises?
Is there a guarantee?
Be suspicious of anyone who doesn't offer some
assurance of the bird’s health.
What are the nutritional needs of this species?
Certain species of birds have special nutritional
needs. Can you meet them?
What kind of diet is the bird currently eating?

-12 -

Is the bird already eating a balanced diet or will it
need to be converted to a new more nutritious one?
Older birds on seed diets can be difficult to convert,
but may encounter health problems if not switched.
Is the bird healthy?

There is no way to answer this without a complete
post-purchase veterinary exam. Schedule an exam
with your avian veterinarian immediately after
purchasing your new bird. Don’t wait.

Is your home ready for your new bird?

Is the caging suitable? Is it situated in the correct
location in the home? Are the perches arranged
correctly? Are there toxic plants or substances
harmful to birds in the household that may need to
be removed? If your new bird is joining other birds
in your family, do you have a plan on how to
guarantine the new bird until you have a post-
purchase veterinary exam?
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Free discount card available to club members Open 7-Days
Ask about our Birdie Day Spa your hirdl love it!
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