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- Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers:
JULY 25th “FOURTH SUNDAY - President — Dave Carol 734-422-5981

Email — sweettweeters@comcast.net
AUGUST 29" — FIFTH SUNDAY . )
SEPT 26" — FOURTH SUNDAY | Vice President — Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030

Email — splafchan@twmi.rr.com
Secretary — Lanah Harris 734-229-0393
: Email —lanahh@comcast.net
- Treasurer and Membership Secretary —

Non Profit club with members throughout tie Tam_rlny Carol 734-422-5981
tri-county area, single bird owners, or leSt Email —sweetiweeters@comcast.net

thinking of getting a bird, families, breede\ Board of Trustees —

exhibitors, all are welcome. Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187
Support scholarships for avian vet students Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517
Yearly Bird Fair = Email —gtromblay@peoplepc.com
Club Library for members o Mary Perva — 734-207-0489
Grooming available
Avian rescue/relocation programs ;
Monthly meetings with programs of interest to
members. ‘T(
Monthly newsletter
i : : ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS
P.er'Od'C. Service projects WELCOME TO  ACCOMPANY  THEIR  HUMAN
Field Trips COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS. WE MEET
Educational Programs upon request AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN
it K ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.
Aﬂgkri(;tretake it workshops ‘ MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Come join us and have your feathers preenec by

. ) Anyone interested in becoming a member please
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts

contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-maill
sweettweeters@comecast.net




EDITORS BULLETIN BOARD

Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter. All ads
and articles will be due the 1% of the month for
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.

Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff,
Livonia, Ml 48150 or email them to him at
splafchan@twmi.rr.com

Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the
newsletter — this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other
publications must be accompanied with written
permission from original publication and author; this
needs to be provided to the editor along with the
article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any
articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time
sale (baby birds, etc.). Those wishing to run ads
multiple times or for a business must purchase a
business membership.

Ask owner's permission to handle/feed
bird(s) and remember to return bird to the
owner.

Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

When bringing companion birds to club
meetings, only bring birds that you have had
vet checked and in your possession for at
least 30 days.

Clean up after yourself and your bird(s)
before you leave.

Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or
e-mail her atbigduke@comcast.néft you know of
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost

a loved one
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Well the bag-it bingo
did not go quite as Steve had
planned and | ended up with two prizes
despite his efforts to make me go home prize
less. Better luck next year. Wasn't bag-it-
bingo fun and as always one gift makes the
rounds and | do mean the rounds of the
whole room a whole lot of times. Itis
always so nice to hear so much laughter and
people in general having a good time. |
would also like to thank all those who came
to help at the Art from the Heart; although
the turnout from the public sector could
have been better we as always have a blast
and we did. We impressed so many people
including the Livonia Police working the
function in the way we handled ourselves. |
know that we made a lasting impression on
them as well as everyone we met. Now you
need to look in the newsletter at the
upcoming events to see what is happening
for us next, we are busy very busy. | would
also like to thank those who came to the



three Livonia Libraries on 22and 2%’ of
June. They were a big hit as usual and we
had many repeat visitors from years past
who never miss it. These kinds of things not
only put the club’s name out there but it
shows what kind of club we are. | receive
many compliments on how friendly we are
and how they can tell we truly enjoy doings
these events. To put it another way we shine
a light that no one can miss and that is
because of you and all the things you do
make this club shine. As one elderly woman
put it to me at the Art from the Heart “When
people really enjoy what they do and enjoy
each other it shows all around and your club
really shows to everyone”. That is because
of all you guys do so let’s get ready for more
events and keep that light shining | know |

Until Next Tem
Your Prez
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The subject of my
column this month is: dominance of
companion humans, more importantly
gaining and maintaining dominance over
your companion human. This is a very
important subject to all parrots. Humans
want to be the dominating figure in your
home. Itis your job as the more intelligent
species to make them believe they are in
control while manipulating them to do your
wishes.

One of the easiest ways to accomplish
this is to gain a position of superiority.
Sitting on a shoulder is one of the best spots
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to gain an advantage from. From the prime
shoulder position you can look your human
in the eye and gain his trust. The shoulder
position is also an excellent spot to
discipline an unruly human from. You can
remove their glasses, grab a well deserved
snack and nibble on an ear if needed. Please
note that the eyeglasses snatch is especially
useful if your human happens to be driving
when you execute the maneuver. Imagining
that your human has just visited the drive-
thru of his favorite restaurant and has started
to dine on some French fries. Thisis a
prime time for an eyeglasses flip; your
human will quickly weave a bit, put his
glasses back on and give you a French fry to
stop you from removing them again. Little
do they realize that it's not his glasses you
want it's the French fry. From that point on
all you have to do is lean forward and he’ll
feed you another fry. Mission
accomplished! From now on you will be
sharing whatever he or she is snacking on.
They may be a bit thick but once a human
learns the signals they generally respond
properly. Another advantage of the shoulder
position is that it allows rapid access to two
additional advantage points. From the
shoulder you can climb on top of their
cranium while gripping their head feathers
(most humans call it hair.) This position
provides and excellent hold and it makes
great nesting material. The shoulder also
provides access to the middle of their back
just below the neck, humans can’t reach
there easily. Your human can’t turn their
head like you or | can so they will be unable
to see you while you are maintaining this
position. Their arms will also have a

difficult time trying to pick you up from the
middle of their back allowing you to evade
capture. Another strong point of the
superior shoulder perch are the convenient
appendages mounted on the sides of their



heads. Your companion human probably
calls them ears although unlike a svelte
birdie ear they flap about quite ungainly
however, they can be used in an emergency
as a beak hold and to store bits of
regurgitated food. Good luck in your
training endeavor and remember that a well
trained human companion can provide you
with many years of entertainment; good
company and they are usually very loyal
pets.

Here is a special coded message to all
the humans that remitted funds for their
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Stay tuned for our next incredibly thrilling
installment:
Going Down Pinckney Way,
Till next timeaRger fans.

Quality by Mother Nature
Original Corn Bean Mixe: Noodles-n-Nutse
Rainforest Rice Puddine: Pollypastae

Kung Fu Yume
For Birds of all 8&
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The Industry Pioneer of Quality
Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition®

All at a Cost Less than Seed

Because Crazy Corn ® expands and seed is 60% waste!
We've made it easy to prevent the most common cause
of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead
monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to
serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering.
Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky
fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas,
beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic

birds! 1-800-BIRD YUM

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895
SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING

BITS from
BABY

Howdy all you
feathered and non-feathered
pilgrims. This is Baby your
roving reporter here again.

The June meeting was a smaller then
usual probably because the stormy weather
we were having that day, but a lot of fun
was still had by all that were present. The
food was great as always. The non-
feathered members played a game called
bag-it-bingo. We the feathered members call
it take away bingo. This time they picked a
gift first from the table and then when
someone calls bingo they could take it away
from you. We feathered members still can’t
understand it but we're just birds! The non-
feathered members do have a lot of fun
playing that game.

Anyway at the meeting there were
fifty-four people of whom forty-nine were
non-feathered members, five guests, and
there were twenty-nine feathered members.
There were only six Cockatoos and four
Grays this month which was the least we
have ever had at a meeting since | have been
writing my article.

We received a little break in July we
only had one Educational program which
was on Sunday July &t Waldenwood of
Carriage Park in Canton. The people there
enjoyed seeing and holding some of the
feathered members.



So catch your breath everyone
because in August and September we get
busy all over again.

Till next month,
your friend
Baby,
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There is a proper procedure for
turning a bird into the rescue and we must
do our best to follow it. Any time a bird is
to be surrendered to our rescue Dave, Steve,
Tammy, Kathy or Mary must be contacted
first so proper arrangements can be made.
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club and Rescue can
not take responsibility for any birds that
have not followed this procedure. If you
have elected to take in someone’s unwanted
bird or if you have been offered a “free” bird
please be aware that you will have to assume
the full cost of veterinary care yourself.

A little boy came up to me at Livonia
Civic Library’s program to promote summer
reading. He looked to be about four years
old and he eyed Captain Morgan with a very
wary eye. When | asked him if he would
like to hold Captain he looked at both of my
hands and said, “You've got all your fingers,
OK.” How's that for being logical

Well, | always
knew my pet human was
nuts now | know

Sunny’s is also totally nuts. Let me explain;
we spent some time at the Art from the
Heart located not too far from the Livonia
Spree Festival and saw some very weird
contraptions. Now mind you humans think



these things are supposed to be fun, but

please how can something that tosses you

around every which way including upside

down be fun? They're called them carnival

rides | call them insane. A good example

was the one ride my pet human Dave,

Sunny’s pet human Bev and another female

who didn’t seem to be anyone’s pet human

named Angie went for a ride on; a thing .. %
they called the Fireball. Ok so this thing & &% % $
straps you in more secure than a straight %w $ &
jacket and then proceeds to spin very fast $ (& (,

but as it is spinning it swings wildly from $% + $ ( &(

side to side almost going completely upside  gos 1 | &( & &
down. Did I mention all the while your feet 9/ $ .0 $

are hanging ski lift style? | think they all % .3 %

have lost their minds how can riding + &1 % %% 1
something till one almost tosses ones & &35 & %
cookies be fun. Fun is Pizza and French
fries and meeting people not spinning ones
brains till they are mush. Funny thing
though many pet humans seem to enjoy
these vehicles of seeming torture, go figure!
Well | will never in all of my days be able to
figure these human creatures even Pookie’s
pet human likes to chase trains and
freighters. This has Pookie very puzzled but - *
she says as long as he keeps all the treats

and good snuggles coming it is not worth

trying to figure them out. You know | think

she’s right.
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July 18"  Educational Show
Waldenwoods of Carriage Park
At the assisted living building
(Located directly behind Meijer)
2000 Canton Center Road
Canton, M| 48187
Set-up at 1:00 PM Show at 2:00 PM




Ann Arbor Pet Fest
Being held at
The Pet Emporium at Copper Leaf Crossing
4940 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
10:00am to 5:00pm
This is an outdoor event. We will be setting up our
Pop-up canopy about 8:00am and taking it down the
same day after the event is over.

August 14

Aug. 20,21,22  Ypsilanti Heritage Festival
Friday  Aug, 2012 Noon to 8PM
Saturday Aug. 2110AM to 8PM
Sunday Aug. 2211AM to 6PM

This is an outdoor event we are setting up our pop-
up an Thursday and will be tearing it down on
Sunday after the event is over
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Sept. 1& 19" Get Rescued Harvest Festival
North Lot of the Whitmore Lake Post iO#f

9725 Main Street
Whitmore Lake, M| 48189

Fri. Sept. 1% Set-up (possiably)

Sat. Sept.18Set-up 7am to 9am
Show Hours 10am until 5pm

Sun Sept.19 Show Hours 11am until 5pm

Tear down will take place after show ends.
This is an outdoor event. We are tentatively sgtti
up our pop-up canopy on Friday and taking it down
on Sunday after the event is over.

Sept. 18 Society of Canary and Finch Breeders
Bird Fair
$4.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM
Quiality Inn of Livonia
30375 Plymouth Rd.
Livonia, Ml 48150

*xxx*Qur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****
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Oct. 3¢ Motor City Bird Breeders

Bird Fair
$4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM
Madison Place
876 Horace Brown Drive
Madison Heights, Ml 480
*xxxxQur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****
Please note this is a new location for the fair

*kkkkk N OT E****** N OT E****** N OT E******

There has been some confusion from
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to
which events they are allowed to bring their
own bird(s) to. As a point of reference and
for future information please we want
everyone to be aware that when you see the
line:

*exxkOur Club Has a Booth at This Eventr***
following or “Educational Show” preceding
an event listing it means we are attending
the event in an official capacity representing
our club and rescue. At these events all club
members are welcomed to bring their
feathered companions with them. Also
please note that our space is very limited at
some of these events but don't let this stop
you from joining us, we will find a way for
you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy
the fun.

******N OT E******N OT E******N OTE******

*CANCELATION CONFUSION *

A few of our scheduled events have been
canceled at the last minute by the group staging the
event. If you do not regularly participate in the shows
but plan on attending please call Steve (734-513-0030)
to make sure the event is still a go. Recent cancellations
that have occurred at the last minute are: the Walled
Lake Pet Awareness Day, the Fall for Novi Pet Adoption
Fair, and the Allen Park Animal Shelter Pet Adoption
Fair.



My home has

always had a problem

but it was only recently

that | learned exactly
what it was. The educational process started
guite innocently one spring afternoon while
| was driving down the highway. It was a
sign, no not an omen, a sign on a wire frame
not unlike the “garage sale” signs you see
every weekend. This sign however, was
different; it said “Psychic Fair” and it was
being held at the Quality Inn by my home.
After parking my car and paying three
dollars admission | entered the fair. Tarot
card readers, palm readers, crystal balls and
others abounded in the hall but it was a
young lady with a sweet smile that caught
my attention.

As | approached, her face turned
ashen and her eyes opened wide. She
looked straight at me and declared to me that
| had an aura about me and this aura told her
that | lived with spirits. Well, my reaction
to this was quite simple; | told her she was
mistaken my house is not haunted. She then
asked me a series of questions:

1) Do you hear voices in rooms where
no people are present?
2) Do you hear foot steps where no
people are present?
3) Do you hear knocking on walls?
4) Do doors open and close
mysteriously?
5) Do things disappear?
After | answered yes to all of her questions
she smugly leaned back and declared “see
you do share your home with a poltergeist.”
Smiling quite broadly my reply was very
simple. “If this is your criteria then yes, | do
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live with a ghost and his name is Justa Bird,
JB for short. He weighs about 300 grams,
has gray feathers and that aura you see is his
dusty dander.”

He opens his cage door often and
wrecks havoc during the night. | hear his
footsteps as he explores the house in the
dark doing his ghostly deeds. One night he
came into my bedroom, climbed up onto my
bed and bit my nose. Needless to say this
was a rude awakening. On another occasion
he exited his cage and went into the living
room, where | have four foster Parakeets,
opened all their seed and water doors then
went back to his cage and closed the door.
When | woke up in the morning all the
Parakeets were out and flying around while
JB was sitting innocently inside his cage
with all the doors shut.

Knocking on walls; do | hear
knocking on walls? Are you kidding? |
believe JB, Sparky and Tyler are part
Woodpecker. All day long | keep hearing
Morse coded messages on the walls of the
family room. After listening to years of wall
tapping | am thoroughly convinced the three
of them are busy planning their next raid on
my lunch. Then there was her question
about voices; do | hear voices? Not only do
| hear voices | hear bells, whistles, telephone
rings, microwave dings, water dripping,
spaceships hovering, lasers firing, belching,
raspberries, kissing and many other sounds |
have not yet been able to identify.

To my new found psychic friend, |
proffered a suggestion; that she should add
one more inquiry to her list of questions. Do
you live with parrots? Because anyone who
Is owned by a parrot knows it’s like living
with a free spirit, full of mischief and full of
love.



How to find an avian
veterinarian

By Don J. Harris,DVM

One of the first
responsibilities you have as a pet
owner is obtaining quality medical
care for your bird. The process of
finding a qualified veterinarian,

who is educated, trained and experienced in
treating birds, is often more difficult than you initially
might think. Perseverance and some good common
sense on your part can result in finding a
veterinarian who is skilled in treating your bird.

Here are some methods you can use.

Yellow Pages

While this may be the easiest method, an
ad in the yellow pages does not necessarily qualify
the practitioner to treat your bird. The American
Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) allows the
term “specialist” by only those veterinarians who
have fulfilled certain defined criteria in that
specialty. Beyond that, yellow page ads can reflect
marketing skills more than veterinary competence.

Association Rosters

Many pet owners check association rosters
for qualified veterinarians. For example, the
American Board of Veterinary Practitioners (ABVP)
is a veterinary certifying organization that requires
its members to prove competence in order to
belong. Within ABVP, there is the “Avian Practice”
category of specialization. Veterinarians who
complete this certification process are recognized
by the AVMA as true specialists. These individuals
are identified by the title ABVP, Avian Practice,
DVM behind their names. Generally, bird owners
can trust these practitioners to provide competent
care for their birds.

Pet Suppliers’ Recommendations

Pet retail stores or breeders will often
recommend a veterinarian they work with on a
regular basis. Their recommendations may be
based on positive experiences with this particular
veterinarian’s care and treatment. On the other
hand, pet suppliers occasionally have relationships
with veterinarians based on discounted services in
exchange for referrals. While this business
relationship is not in itself bad, bird owners should
be advised to verify the veterinarian’s credentials.

Word-of-Mouth Recommendations
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This is one of the best ways of finding a
competent avian veterinarian. If a veterinarian’s
own clients are making recommendations, there
must be a reason why.

Unfortunately, these personal recommendations
are not always available, especially if you recently
moved into the area and don’t know anyone to ask.

Colleague Recommendations

This is probably the best and most
consistently reliable method, but it demands a little
sleuthing on your part. Here are the steps you can
follow:
« Identify and call veterinarians in the yellow pages
who
DO NOT claim to be avian specialists.
* Call to ask if they will see your bird. If they agree,
thank them and move on.
« If they decline, ask whom they would recommend.
 Continue this process until you get enough
answers to form a consensus. The veterinarian
whose name was recommended the most often is
the veterinarian most recognized by his colleagues
for competence with exotic birds.

Congratulations! Through hard work and
some common sense, you may have found just the

right veterinarian for you and your bird.
This article reprinted with permission from Zupream



Free discount card available to club members Open 7-Days
Ask about our Birdie Day Spa your hirdl love it!
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