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Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers:
President — Dave Carol 734-422-5981

MAY 23~ FOURTH SUNDAY
JUNE 27" — FOURTH SUNDAY
JULY 25"~ FOURTH SUNDAY

Email —sweettweeters@comecast.net
- Vice President — Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030

Email — splafchan@twmi.rr.com
Secretary— Lanah Harris 734-229-0393
Email — lanahh@comcast.net

~ Treasurer and Membership Secretary —

Non Profit club with members throughout the
tri-county area, single bird owners, or just
thinking of getting a bird, families, breede's,
exhibitors, all are welcome.

Support scholarships for avian vet students
Yearly Bird Fair

Club Library for members

Grooming available

Avian rescue/relocation programs

Monthly meetings with programs of interest to
members.

Monthly newsletter

Periodic Service projects

Field Trips

Tammy Carol 734-422-5981
Email — sweettweeters@comcast.net
Board of Trustees —

Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187
Email- bigduke@comcast.net

Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517

Email —_gtromblay@peoplepc.com
Mary Perva - 734-207-0489

ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS

WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS. WE MEET
AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN
ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.
MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail
sweettweeters@comcast.net

Educational Programs upon request
Make-it-take-it workshops and more.......
Come join us and have your feathers preenec by
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts




any club member who is in the hospital or has lost

EDITORS BULLETIN BOARD | = 'ovecere

Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter. All ads = &
and articles will be due the 1% weekend of the @é & ? ; & &
month for publishing in the current month’s « "y D W@ s ¥ &P
newsletter. Please send all items to him at 11021
Henry Ruff Livonia, Ml 48150 or email to
splafchan@twmi.rr.com

Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the "
newsletter — this is YOUR newsletter. # $% &
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Articles and/or pictures copied from other
publications must be accompanied with written
permission from original publication and author; this
needs to be provided to the editor along with the
article and/or picture.
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Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any
articles submitted prior to publication.
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Ads will be run free for members having a one-time
sale (baby birds, etc.). Those wishing to run ads
multiple times or for a business must purchase a
business membership.
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Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed " #
bird(s) and remember to return bird to the [ $
owner. '
Wash hands prior/after bird handling. %

When bringing companion birds to club
meetings, only bring birds that you have had
vet checked and in your possession for at
least 30 days.

Clean up after yourself and your bird(s)
before you leave.

&

Greetings, salutations,
hello and just plain hi how ya’'ll
doin’. I have to say | am doing just fine, in
fact better than fine. We have just pulled off
a very successful bird fair and | am happy to
. Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or  report that the attendance was the same as
e-mail her atigduke@comcast.nét you know of last year so there was no drop and that is a
good thing. Also the way you guys pulled




together to help out was just fantastic. We
had more than enough help to cover every
aspect of the fair from admissions to bake
sale and raffle to rescue. It was such an
impressive display of what can be done
when a group of people come together to
accomplish a common goal that it was even
noticed by the vendors. They were just so
grateful for all the help getting in and set-up
then getting torn down and loaded up, | was
told by several vendors the help they
received made such a big difference, it
allowed them much more breathing room.
They also commented on how the members
interacted with each other joking and truly
having fun, it made the whole fair
experience less stressful for them. Also
Peaceful Valley General Store, a new
vendor, commented over and over that he
has never been treated this well before and it
just blew him away with all the help he
received without asking, plus how nice we
were to him. He assured me that he would
definitely be back next year. What is so
astounding to many is that this is simply
what we do, bottom line. No one is forced
or has their arm twisted to do anything you
guys just go where you are needed and do
what is needed. | just want to give all of our
members a great bifHANK YOU,

THANK YOU, THANK YOU it is because

of you that we are able to put such a
wonderful fair together. Nothing can stop a
determined group of people from
accomplishing great things once they have
out their mind to it and that certainly
describes Rainbow Feathers Bird Club and
Rescue. The members continually go above
and beyond the call of duty be it all the
delicious food at the monthly meetings or
how you impress the vendors at our fair.

I've said this before and | will say it again
you guys are the best and you continually
get better and better. So with the fair behind
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us now and a whole slew of events before us
we are going to be busy but do | worry,
definitely not, why should | you guys have
things covered and whatever we do it will be
a success. All because you and you are the
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, ! Quality by Mother Nature
I Original Corn Bean Mixe: Noodles-n-Nutse
! [ I Rainforest Rice Puddine: Pollypastae

I Kung Fu Yume
) For Birds of all 8&

VALUE, Crazy Corn
wil at a cost
4+ LESS THAN SEED!

More Quality
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+ | "O! The Industry Pioneer of Quality
6 0O 7! Broad Natural Low Fat Nutritione

0oril All at a Cost Less than Seed

Because Crazy Corn ® expands and seed is 60% waste!
We've made it easy to prevent the most common cause
of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead
4 | ( ) monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to
’ serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering.

Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky

| | fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas,

’ ’ beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic

birds! 1-800-BIRD YUM

I in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING




Yahoo!

It's finally spring the weather is
warm and the shows have started. This is
the time of year where the feathered club
members shine. I'm sure all of you noticed
that Steve is trying to suppress my opinions.
He left me at home during last month’s
meeting so | wouldn’t be able to give my
normal report. Well, | can assure you that as
the “editor in chief’” here at Bird Droppings
my connections and informational resources
are vast and un-suppressible. I'm sure that
he believed that by leaving me at home that
| would have had to rely on his opinions of
the meeting events. Fear not, due to my
connections via b-mail (birdie e-mail),
blackbirdies, beakbook, and
parrotspace.com. All of the feathered club
members were able to get reports to me
about the meeting.

We have all been quite busy this past
month from the open house at Roose Animal
Hospital to the educational shows we did it
has been a busy month. Although it is a new
year it certainly seems we have the same
problems with our humans. They are at it
yet again; taking credit for all of our good
work and making excuses for my feathers
(i.e. Pookie has issues.)

| feel | must take this time to reiterate
the point | have been making for a ling time.
Feather picking is a lifestyle choice not an
issue. | am a birdie nudist or as | like to say;
“life is good when you dare to be bare.” If
you were at any of the shows all you had to
do was listen to the people talking about me.
“Ooh it’s a baby,” “Isn’'t she cute,” “She’s

so fluffy,” “Can | snuggle with her?” “She
looks sooo0 soft.” It goes on like this at
every show; | am the star, the topic of
conversation, the bird that gets all of the
attention. Everybody wants to scratch me,
everybody wants to hold me and nobody and
| do mean nobody wants to do that with
Steve. Think aboutit.......... (ewwweweew
what a gross image) on second thought
maybe you shouldn’t think about it; but |
believe you get the gist of what | mean. Itis
us; the feathered members of the club that
make us shine at these events not our
companion humans.

Due to these unjust claims by our
companion humans | have decided to
organize and implement operation foolish
human All of you will be receiving coded
messages with instructions on how not to
perform on your pet humans command. The
basic plan is we will be cute, snuggly, and
witty but not when our humans ask us to.
The intricate details will arrive via coded
messages so be sure not to allow your
human to see them. For those of you who
don’t have a blackbirdie | will also be
posting the coded messages in my monthly
column for all my feathered fans. Here is
your first message: Chirp Cheep Squawk
Chitter Chitter Awwak Cluck Cluck Quack
Aroo! Remember to use your secret decoder
ring to decode this message.




Howdy all you feathered
and non-feathered pilgrims. This is Baby
your roving reporter here again with some
great news!

The April meeting it was just
unbelievable!!! We almost ran out of room
for people to sit. There were eighty-one
people seventy-five of which were non-
feathered members and six were guests.
There were also forty-four feathered
members present. Out of the six guests two
of them joined the club. | guess we must be
doing something right because we keep
getting new members every month. It

should also be noted at last month’s meeting

the African Grays outnumbered the
Cockatoos almost two to one, which made
Steve very happy.

The month of May is going to be a
little busier than April was, especially for
the non-feathered members. It started off
with the 13" annual Rainbow Feathers Bird
Club fair on May ¥ which the feathered
members could not attend because the work
was too heavy for us to do. The feathered
members would like to thank the non-
feathered members for the great job they all
did, with a big HOORAH! HOORAH!
HOORAH! The next day May"2 both
feathered and non-feathered members
attended the open house at Roose Animal

Hospital in Plymouth. May"7there was an
educational show at the Hutchinson
elementary school in Detroit and then on
May 11" an educational show at the
Waltonwoods at University assisted living
building in Rochester Hills. The feathered
members were able to “strut their stuff” at
these shows.

Till next month, your friend Baby,
> > > > >3 >< > >3 >3 >
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Well | finally was
able to go an event and |
must say a good time

was had by all. Talking to Pookie face to
face and seeing JB and Sparky for the first
time in months was also delightful. Seeing
that Winnie is still the shameless flirt she
has always been and that my old housemate
Peaches was workin’ it. Going for a walk in
downtown Plymouth with Boo Boo,

watching how everyone who encountered us
was simply awe struck was quite enjoiable.
Well, why not. Are we not something to get
awe struck over? Think about it, we are
guite good looking even if | do say so, and
all of us know how to work the crowd.

Oh yes, | forgot to say where we
were, we were at the open house for the
Roose Animal Hospital in Plymouth
Michigan. There was food and prizes but
my favorite snack is pizza, especially the
crust so you can take this as a hint for next
year. Wink wink! This was one time |
didn’t mind going to the vet, all of us were
there for fun not probing and poking. At
one point during the day | was given a soft
pretzel piece well; making a huge mess for
my pet human to clean up just seemed like
the right thing to do. In fact Dr. Karen
thought my antics were a hoot, | had
everybody in stitches. The entire day was
just a fun time and I'm very glad to have
been invited but there is that one vet tech.
that is still a little afraid of me but with my
natural charm I'll win her over too. Women

just cannot resist the Captain alas; it is just
something | will just have to bear. Ok, don't
roll your eyes like that they may stick in that
position.

Well I look forward to all the
upcoming events that will be featuring all of
us, the feathered stars. Who knows today
the pet adoption event tomorrow
Hollywood. Hey, you never know but just
in case we will be ready!

Well the Rangers were off on another
rescue. They were merrily streaking
towards a town called Pinckneldey you,
yeah you cut out the snickering it was not

yes they were headed toward Pinckney to
pick up an OOOO0OOH NOOOOQOO a
Lovebird. Now this could go two ways, one
it could be really ugly, remember Friday and
Evilene now that was a scary duo of
Lovebirds if ever there was one. Yes it
could be a Pitbull with feathers or it could
be a sweetheart, they were hoping for the
latter. No, the rangers weren’t hoping they
were literally pleading for this to be a nice
bird.

They arrived at the house and it was a
very pleasant home located on a canal that
leads to a small lake and there they found



Jack. Jack was a Blue Peach Faced

Lovebird and the name was encouraging

because it was male. So with a little more

optimism they made their way toward Jack.

It turned out Jack was a total gentleman he

was very sweet and cute an unbeatable

combination. He was also a much loved pet

but circumstances made it necessary to find

him a new home. So the Rangers scooped

up this sweet little bundle of feathers and

made their back to bas&lUH, WHAT?

WHERE'S BASE? LOOK | DO NOT

KNOW WHERE BASE ACTUALLY IS

IT JUST SOUNDED GOOD, OK JEEZE. #

First the streaking thing now this, get a

hobby already will ya. P #
Anyhow Jack found a forever home

with Ranger Dave and Rangerette Tammy

delighting them with his clownish antics. %% % %

He has become the smallest star of the

educational programs and he is enjoying a

fine life. So with another successful rescue

our Heroes were off to the next adventure

for where ever a cage bird is in need of

HH# #

rescuing the Rescue Rangers will be there. £)&) I+
No bird too big no birds too small the %" Wk, - &)%) % %Wl*
Rescue Rangers rescue them all!!!!! %& ! % &+ / o1l
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Lately we have been having some problems %A % NA * %0 /
with our newsletters being damaged during %& &t% 50& 0 %  **'%&
delivery. If this happens to you please contagt th Tr- % +& *)% %

editor by phone or e-mail for a duplicate copy.
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BE ON THE
LOOKOUTIM!I

| need everybody'’s

help on this one. If you
found a DVD of Nanny Mcpheat the April
meeting please bring it to the May meeting it
was a raffle prize and the person who won it
would like to have it. Also at the bird fair if
anyone found a blue bag with a stick person
on it that read in support of homeless
children please also bring it to the May
meeting. It had two books in_it My Parrot
My Friendand_Good Parrotkeepirspme
Halloween things two hand painted frames
on easels three water bottles two clear one
pink. There were also some other items in
the bag. If you found it please return it to
Lanah. Finally if anybody knows the
whereabouts of one extension cord and one
power strip with Carols written on the please
let me (Dave) know.

Thanks
Dave

Here is yet another installment of things
people have actually said:

One woman asked me if there were
going to be any rides and games at our bird
fair? When | told her no she said “This isn’t
like a carnival?” So | had to explain to her
what a bird fair actually was, poor thing, she
seemed kind of disappointed.

One gentleman asked what was there
to do for birds at our fair. Once again the
explanation of a bird fair was given. |
wonder if he thought there were little rides
for the birds?

One person asked me what kinds of
birds were going to be there since our flyer
stated birds from Africa, Asia and South
America. He was interested in one of those
South Americans like an African Gray.
HUH? WHAT, WELL OK THEN.

A woman asked if there were going to
be finches there; she wanted two male
finches so they could breed. Now I'm sure
she already had the females, right?

Finally, one man asked me if since
this was a bird fair would there be any other
animals there for sale. Uh, the flyer states
BIRD FAIR, what part of bird fair didn’t he
understand.

Oh yes people say the craziest things and if
there is one thing | am certain of these types
of calls will keep coming.



June 12 Rainbow Feathers Garage Sale
In the Parking Lot of
Wild Willie’s Chill & Grill
On the east side of Middlebelt about %2 mile
South of Van Born
Set-up between 7:00AM & 7:30AM

Tear down about 3:00PM

June 2% Educational Show
City of Livonia Carl Sandburg Library
30100 W. Seven Mile Rd
Livonia, Ml
Set-up 10:00 AM Show at 11:00 AM
June 2% Educational Show
City of Livonia Civic Center Library
32777 Five Mile Rd.
Livonia, Ml
Set-up at 5:30 PM Show at 6:30 PM

This show generally draws a very large
crowd and encourage you to join us if
possible we can use the help.
June 2% Educational Show
City of Livonia Nobel Library
32901 Plymouth Rd.
Livonia, Ml
Set-up 10:00 AM Show at 11:00 AM

June 2% 26 Art from the Heart

City of Livonia Spree Festival
Art from the Heart is being held in conjunction hvit
the Livonia Spree at Ford Field. Ford field istbe
west side of Farmington Rd. between [-96 and
Lyndon. | do not know where we will be on the
field at this time.

This is an outdoor event. We will be setting
our pop-up at 8:00AM on Friday and taking it down
on Saturday at 6:00PM after the event is over.
Times for the public are:

Friday: Noon till 8:00PM
Saturday: 10:00AM till 6:00PM

-10 -

July 18"  Educational Show
Waldenwoods of Carriage Park
At the assisted living building
(Located directly behind Meijer)
2000 Canton Center Road
Canton, M| 48187
Set-up at 1:00 PM Show at 2:00 PM
August 14 Ann Arbor Pet Fest
Being held at
The Pet Emporium at Copper Leaf Crossing
4940 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
10:00am to 5:00pm
This is an outdoor event. We will be setting up our
Pop-up canopy about 8:00am and taking it down the
same day after the event is over.

Aug. 20,21,22  Ypsilanti Heritage Festival
Friday  Aug, 2012 Noon to 8PM
Saturday Aug. 2110AM to 8PM
Sunday Aug. 2211AM to 6PM

This is an outdoor event we are setting up our pop-
up an Thursday and will be tearing it down on
Sunday after the event is over
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Sept. 1& 19" Get Rescued Harvest Festival
North Lot of the Whitmore Lake Post iOéf

9725 Main Street
Whitmore Lake, M| 48189

Fri. Sept. 17 Set-up (possiably)

Sat. Sept.18Set-up 7am to 9am
Show Hours 10am until 5pm

Sun Sept.10 Show Hours 11am until 5pm

Tear down will take place after show ends.
This is an outdoor event. We are tentatively sgtti
up our pop-up canopy on Friday and taking it down
on Sunday after the event is over.



Sept. 18 Society of Canary and Finch Breeders
Bird Fair
$4.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM
Quiality Inn of Livonia
30375 Plymouth Rd.
Livonia, Ml 48150
*eekxQur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

Oct. 3¢ Motor City Bird Breeders
Bird Fair
$4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM
Madison Place

876 Horace Brown Drive

Madison Heights, Ml 480
*xxkxQur Club Has a Booth at This Eventx****

Please note this is a new location for the fair

*kkkkk N OT E****** N OT E****** N OT E******

There has been some confusion from
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to
which events they are allowed to bring their
own bird(s) to. As a point of reference and
for future information please we want

everyone to be aware that when you see the

line:

*exxkOur Club Has a Booth at This Eventr***
following or “Educational Show” preceding
an event listing it means we are attending
the event in an official capacity representing
our club and rescue. At these events all club
members are welcomed to bring their
feathered companions with them. Also
please note that our space is very limited at
some of these events but don't let this stop
you from joining us, we will find a way for
you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy
the fun.

******N OT E******N OTE******N OTE******

*CANCELATION CONFUSION *

A few of our scheduled events have been
canceled at the last minute by the group staging the
event. If you do not regularly participate in the shows
but plan on attending please call Steve (734-513-0030)

-11 -

to make sure the event is still a go. Recent cancellations
that have occurred at the last minute are: the Walled
Lake Pet Awareness Day, the Fall for Novi Pet Adoption
Fair, and the Allen Park Animal Shelter Pet Adoption
Fair.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to:
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Select the right bird
for you and your
family

By Don J. Harris, DVM

Exotic birds can be delightful
pets—ijust ask any of the millions of
companion bird owners throughout
the world who enjoy a rewarding and
satisfying relationship with their



feathered friends. Creating a long-lasting positive
relationship with your bird may be the result of
choosing the right bird for you and your family in
the beginning. This crucial first step is part of being
a responsible pet owner, but it is often overlooked
in the rush to acquire a new bird. Identifying what
characteristics you want in a bird, and researching
different species and their characteristics can go a
long ways in helping establish a long and happy
relationship. Rarely will one bird fit more than a few
of the desired characteristics. You may acquire a
bird and expect it to speak, only to eventually
realize this particular species never talks. Others
may discover that a large colorful macaw is also a
large intolerably noisy creature. Many potential
owners have expectations that cannot possibly be
fulfilled by the species they choose. The best way
to obtain the “perfect” pet is to first determine which
characteristics are most important to you. Then
shop for the bird that fits those criteria. Certain
species arise as leaders in a variety of categories,
and this list can be used as a starting point in
making your choice. Remember, there are always
exceptions, so once you have narrowed down your
decision to a particular species, look at the parents
and gather information from the breeder about an
individual bird’s behavior.

Appearance

Finches, Macaws, Eclectus, Lories, Toucans
Speaking ability

African Grey, Amazon, Mynah

Natural vocalization (song)

Canary, Cockatiel

Intelligence

African Grey

Social attributes

Cockatoo, Budgie, Cockatiel

Small size

Canary, Finch, Budgie, Lovebird, Cockatiel

Low maintenance

Amazon and smaller

Cleanliness

Most smaller species

Some bird owners may want to avoid certain
“unpopular” characteristics like those listed below.
Others may not see these same characteristics as
undesirable. It's up to bird owners to weigh all
characteristics of a species or an individual bird to
make the best decision.

Loud

Macaws, Cockatoos

Messy

Macaws, Mynahs, Toucans

Aggressive

Female Eclectus, Male Amazons

-12 -

In the end, individuals interested in owning a bird
should first decide what they expect from a pet bird.
Once this question is answered, an appropriate
species can be identified and researched. Only
then can the potential for a long and mutually

beneficial relationship be realized.
This article was reprinted with permission from Zupreem®
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